ST. JOHN FRANCIS REGIS CHURCH

PASTORAL ADVISORY COUNCIL BYLAWS
Revised and approved Nov. 20, 2008

ARTICLE I – NAME, PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS
Section 1 – Name:  The name of this organization will be the St. John Francis Regis Church Pastoral Advisory Council.
Section 2 – Purpose:  The purpose of the St. John Francis Regis Church Pastoral Advisory Council will be to provide advice and assistance to the pastor of St. John Francis Regis Church, in accordance with the mission and the goals of the parish and St. John Francis Regis School and with the goals, policies and regulations of the Catholic Archdiocese of Washington.
Section 3 – Functions:  The functions of the St. John Francis Regis Church Pastoral Advisory Council will be to advise the pastor on projects and activities for the overall good of the parish and school, and to help promote and grow the parish community in a spirit of openness and inclusiveness.
ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP AND QUALIFICATIONS
Section 1 – Number of Members, Nomination:  As outlined by the Catholic Archdiocese of Washington’s guidelines for pastoral advisory councils, the St. John Francis Regis Church Pastoral Advisory Council’s membership should be between 12 and 20 people. These people may be nominated by the pastor or by any parish member in good standing, or they may nominate themselves. On approval of the pastor, a new member may join the council. 

Section 2 – Officers:  Council officers will consist of the president (the pastor), the chairman (chosen from among the council members) and the recording secretary (chosen from among the council members). The chairman will set the agenda for and preside at the council meetings. If the chairman will be absent for a meeting, s/he will appoint a council member to preside over that meeting.
Section 3 – Qualifications:  To be qualified to serve on the St. John Francis Regis Church Pastoral Advisory Council, a nominee must be at least 18 years old, a registered parishioner of St. John Francis Regis Church and a Catholic in good standing.

Section 4 – Terms of Office:  Members of the St. John Francis Regis Church Pastoral Advisory Council will serve a term of up to three years. One-third of the membership will be replaced after each year at the March meeting. Any and all members can be reappointed with the approval of the pastor (president). A chairman and a recording secretary from among the membership will be nominated and selected each year at the March meeting. The chairman and/or recording secretary may serve more than one term, if re-nominated by the council, the president (pastor) or themselves and re-selected by the council.
ARTICLE III – MEETINGS
Section 1 – Frequency of Meetings: 
The St. John's Parish and School Advisory Board will meet at least every other month throughout the year, beginning in January. Additional meetings may be called as necessary.
Section 2 – Quorum: At least 50 percent of the total membership will constitute
a quorum for council activity.
 Section 3 – Decision-Making Process: The consensus method of decision will be the preferred method used by the council. When a consensus is not possible, a vote will be taken assuming a quorum is present. In such a case, a two-thirds vote of the members present will be required to make a decision.
Section 4 – Attendance at Meetings:  Council members should notify the president (pastor), the chairman or the recording secretary before the scheduled meetings if they are unable to attend. Absences at three meetings in a year without excuse will constitute grounds for a recommendation to the president (pastor) and council for replacement.
ARTICLE IV – AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS
Any amendments to the bylaws of the St. John Francis Regis Church Advisory Council will require a consensus or two-thirds vote as set forth in Article III,  Section 3.
