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Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way.  A voice of one crying out in the desert: "Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths."

- Mk 1:2b-3
Readings for the Week of December 4, 2011

Sunday:

Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

Monday:
Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday:
Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday:
Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30

Thursday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38

Friday:

Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday:
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday:
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, Second Sunday in Advent
7:00AM
Frank Gatton+


9:00AM

Donna Cameron+
11:30AM
St. John’s Parish  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:00AM
Mary Riffe+
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, St. Nicholas
8:00AM

John Dalton+ & Jim Tippett+
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, St. Ambrose
8:00AM

Shawn Hoflich+, Adele & Herbert Joy+


and Larry Cooper+

7:00PM

Nancy & James Miedzinski+
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, Immaculate Conception
7:00AM

Ann Elizabeth & Joseph Hazel+
9:00AM

St. John’s Parish

7:00PM

Abigail Penaflor

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, St. Juan Diego
8:00AM

Joseph Tippet Sr+
8:45AM

No School Mass
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
8:00AM

Thomas E. Hayden+ 

5:00PM

Terry Sweeney+

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, Third Sunday in Advent
7:00AM
St. John’s Parish

9:00AM

James Michael Wathen+
11:30AM
Margaret & Leonard Guy+ 
+deceased
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To everything there is a season and a time to every

purpose under heaven…

“A time to be born…”
Aubree Madison Brensinger and Braden Anton Geisz

”A time to die, a time to mourn…”

George Sparks and Decoy Bass
and a time to embrace, a time to love…”

A time to heal…

Richard Law, Marie Lefebvre, Jack Marcell,

Mary Ann Marshall, Donald Mattingly,
Jenks Mattingly, Michelle McBride, Peggy McGahagan, 

Maria McGuigan, Debbie Meagher, Margaret Meringolo, 

Dorothy Miller, Natalie Miller, Pat Modlin, Barbara Montgomery, Doug Morgan, Ronnie Murphy, Lawrence Neale, Lillian F. Norris, 

Mary Lou Norris, Ronnie Norris, Corrine Pearson, 

Barbara Pilkerton, John & Ethel Pilkerton, Betty Purple, 

Wayne Putnam, Hannah Rainer, Melissa Russell, 

Philip Scriber Sr, John Smith, Rosemary Smith, Nettie Stevens, Linda Swarey, Danny Sweeney, Nancy Szewczyk, 
Clara Mae Thomas, William J. Trainor Sr, Sunny Wallace, 

Ronnie Ward, Johnny Wathen, Richard Wathen, Eleanor Wood and Luzina Yorkshire

…and a time of war, and a time of peace…”

SPC James M. Adkins, Ray Alvey, USMC;
CPL Kyle Bennett, USA; Cpl. Matthew Burgan, USMC; 

PFC James Kelly Butler, USA;
SrA Gregory M. Casanova, USAF; PVC Martin Celino, USA;
PV1 Emmanuel Charlote, USA; Christopher Scott Childers, USA, SPC Michael J. Choffy, USA

And God has put the timeless into their hearts…

Ecclesiastes 3:11
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Upcoming Second Collections
December 8 
Immaculate Conception

December 11
Retirement for Religious

December 18
Christmas Flowers

December 25
Christmas 
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Sacrificial Giving

Faith Direct Contributions:                                              $2,315.00
In-Pew Contributions:                                                      $9,888.00
Fifth Sunday in November Contributions – 2011     $12,203.00

Fourth Sunday in November Contributions – 2010  $11,038.00




Thursday, December 8th the Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of Obligation.  A vigil Mass will be on Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00pm.  December 8th Masses will be at 7:00am, 9:00am and 7:00pm.

Tess Powell, one of our young parishioners will be receiving her habit and veil with the religious order ”The Servants of the Lord” during Mass on December 7th at 2:00pm at the Shrine Bascilica in Washington DC.  All are welcome to attend.
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Christmas Angel Tree

The Christmas Angel Tree is in the Monsignor Harris Center and is decorated with tags listing the children’s gift requests. The response has been wonderful and more tags have been added to the tree this week. You can take a tag from the tree and place the unwrapped gift under the tree before or after Masses. If the tag you take requests a gift card please place the gift card in the gift card box under the tree. We are also seeking donations of Christmas wrapping paper and bows which can be placed in the basket near the tree. The deadline for returning the gifts to the Monsignor Harris Center is December 11, 2011. Please be sure to return the tag attached to the gift. If you would like to make a monetary contribution by cash or check please place your donation in an envelope marked “Angel Tree” and bring it to the parish office.  Any checks should be made out to the St. John’s Charitable Society and should say “Angel Tree” in the memo space.  We are blessed continuously by the generosity of our parishioners throughout the year. Without your charitable giving this program could not be the success it has been over the past years. May God bless you all for your continuing acts of charity.
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Breakfast with Santa. Breakfast with Santa will be held in conjunction with our monthly pancake breakfast following the 7:00am and 9:00am Masses on December 4, 2011. Games and crafts will be provided for the children's entertainment, and rumor has it that Santa will be back to hear the children’s wish lists. The St. John’s School and CCD students’ “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest winners will be presented their prizes after the 9:00am Mass and posters will also be on display.

ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR will be December 10, 2011 from 9:00am to 1:00pm.  Finish up your Christmas shopping while supporting our school. FREE Admission. Featuring: returning and new crafters and vendors, a Christmas gift raffle, refreshments, and homemade baked goods.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY CLASSES- 

Facilitated by Kirk and Alice Munsch

Financial Peace University consists of a 13 week video curriculum taught by financial expert Dave Ramsey. This is a life-changing program teaching people to achieve their financial goals by eliminating debt and saving for the future. Financial Peace University is highly entertaining for everyone, with a combination of humor, informative financial advice, and biblical messages. People will be challenged and motivated to make a plan for their money and change their family tree forever. Financial Peace University provides biblically based commonsense education and empowerment which gives HOPE to everyone from the financially secure to the financially distressed. Class materials and lifetime membership is $99.51 per family (husband, wife, teens, individuals and engaged couples.)  PREVIEW and registration will be held after every Mass on January 14th and 15th in the St. Jude Room. Class will be every Wednesday starting January 25th through April 18th from 6:00-8:00 pm at St. John’s Monsignor Harris Center.  Contact Kirk and Alice Munsch at kamunsch@verizon.net or mccreighta@verizon.net or the St. John’s Ministry website for further information.
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Orange & Grapefruit Sale

29th annual drive sponsored by St. John’s School HSA.  Order by Sunday, December 11th; pick-up Saturday, December 17th from 8:00am till 5:00pm and Sunday after the Masses.  Flyers are available at the church entrances.   You can help by giving the flyer to your families, friends and fellow workers.  Details are also available on the school website at www.sjshollywood.org/AboutSJS/Orange-Grapefruit-Sale.aspx.  To order or for more information, call 301-373-8545



St. John’s is hosting weekly Bingo on Sunday nights in the Msgr. Harris Center at 6:00pm. (Doors will open at 5:00pm.)
Fried Chicken Dinner, Pork BBQ, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs will be available
The Coverall will be $1,900.00 in 54 numbers or less, 

Star Burst is $850.00 if hit on star and the 

Money ball starts at $121.00.
Come, have fun, bring a friend and hopefully win!

[image: image11.jpg]



Youth Group Corner

Saturday, December 3rd and December 17th  – regular meeting

Elementary & Jr Youth Group – 6-8:00pm 

Sr. Youth Group – 8-10:00pm

Youth Group Christmas Raffle

St. John’s Youth Group will be raffling off a Christmas prize after all Masses this weekend and a different prize after all Masses next weekend.  All proceeds will be donated to the religious order The Servants of the Lord and The Virigin of Matara.  Please help our youth group support these sisters.
Winner of the Holy Family was Jerry Hicks

Winner of the Flight Out of Egypt Bronze Statue was Jim McKay

Youth Group Food and Goods Drive

Our Youth Group will be holding a food and goods drive for our adopted religious order, The Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of Matara.  Last week after all Masses, the youth passed out brown bags with a list of items needed by the sisters.  We are collecting these bags today after all the Masses.  
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Please join us.   ALL are invited!!
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Parish Christmas Pot Luck. Bring the family for a night of fun and fellowship following the 5:00pm Mass on December 10, 2011.  Dinner is “Pot Luck,” so bring a main dish and a side or dessert. We will furnish drinks.  Santa will be present for the kids.  We will have Christmas music for everyone, and there will be gifts and crafts for the little ones.  The St. John’s School and CCD students’ “Keep Christ in Christmas” posters will also be on display and for pick-up.  So come on out, join in the fun and celebration, and help us say “Happy Birthday!“ to Jesus.
